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anniVersary glasses
BCA 90 YEARS 290ml Galassia Old Fashioned Glasses
bca 318  Set of 2 gift boxed  $15.00

share our 90 years celebration With 
bca anniVersary glasses  
Last oPPortunity limited stocks

corrections

The Winter 2009 RA on page 9 incorrectly stated Fred Harvey went 
to Wilcannia in 1921. It should have read 1920. In a similar vein, 
Neville Haviland went to Ceduna in 1921. 
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christmas Puddings 
Traditional style, handmade and boiled in a cloth and 
containing high fruit content
bca 312 500gm round in cloth $25.00
bca 313 1kg round in cloth $39.00
GLUTEN FREE and no added sugar or artificial sweetener. 
Lower in saturated fats and low sat. Suitable for Coeliacs 
and diabetics in controlled portions
bca 314 500gm log in cloth $ 27.00

christmas cake 
High fruit content
bca 315 700gm tin $32.00

neW!

Order Early For Christmas!

Cover: Flat and dry... the landscape at W
hite Cliffs, N

SW
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Editorial 

City vs. Country
many of our up-and-coming christian 

leaders are reading him. christianity 

today magazine recently ran a huge 

feature on him. tim keller, the senior 

Pastor at redeemer Presbyterian church 

in manhattan is sending ripples through 

christian circles worldwide.

He wrote a chapter in John Piper’s book 

‘The Supremacy of Christ in a Postmodern 

World’. In it he suggests many of our 

methods for evangelism are obsolete. Where 

‘truth’ and ‘guilt’ were once key concepts 

in any gospel explanation, according to 

Keller they don’t feature in the postmodern 

vernacular. Many of his ideas about ministry 

today are useful and easy to grasp.

But when it comes to his thoughts on 

mission in the city I have to restrain my 

‘Amen’. Drawing on the story of Jonah, 

Keller outlines that God repeatedly calls 

Nineveh “that great city”. “Cities are 

disproportionately important with respect 

to culture,” says Keller. He quotes a friend: 

“The cities are places where there are more 

people than plants, and the countryside is 

the place where there are more plants than 

people. Since God loves people far more 

than plants, he must love the city more 

than the countryside.”

Is this influential Christian leader really 

suggesting God loves big clusters of people 

more than small gatherings? While he does 

acknowledge churches are needed wherever 

there are people, he seems to perpetuate 

greater importance 

on urban ministry.

I’ll let the 

theologians 

assess Keller’s 

exegesis but I 

wonder where this leaves rural ministry. 

It’s traditionally been hard to get people 

to minister in the bush. Most ministry 

graduates jump into suburban or urban 

ministry without giving remote areas a 

second thought. This may be because most 

graduates aren’t called to rural Australia. 

Another factor may be the scant attention 

given to regional areas in our city-based 

training colleges.

Strategic city ministry is important. 

But whether someone lives in a high rise 

apartment in the city, or a small rural 

town in a country diocese, they need to 

hear about Jesus. Keller’s insights into the 

mindset of postmodern people are worth 

hearing. But by saying God has a particular 

heart for the city, he’s missed the mark.

brian roberts

Never heard of Tim Keller? Reckon ministry 
in the city should be a greater priority? 
Continue the discussion on Facebook.
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Covering 37 percent of NSW, the mammoth 

diocese is the size of Victoria (or Great 

Britain). Most of it is situated on the edge 

of the Australian outback, most residents 

make their livelihood on the land. “The 

central and southern parts of the diocese 

are mainly used for irrigation farming,” says 

Bishop Doug. “But the larger area of the 

diocese – perhaps two thirds – is mainly 

sheep grazing. And around Griffith and 

Leeton in the middle it’s a very big vineyard 

area.”

This year the Diocese celebrates its 125th 

anniversary. BCA has had ties with the area 

since 1920 and before that our parent body, 

the Colonial and Continental Church Society 

and Bp Mesac Thomas served in the area. 

Today much of our support goes to the 

West Darling parish whose largest towns 

have less than 1000 residents. The pastors 

of the parish are Ron and Crystal Spindler 

who Bishop Doug describes as “creative and 

collaborative”.

Through football coaching, kids clubs, 

and home groups, the Spindlers have 

become actively involved in their local 

community. Bishop Doug says: “Their 

impact upon the place has been excellent. 

The collaborative dimension of the ministry 

is critically important and honours the 

New Testament imperative of partnership 

in ministry.” Recently the Spindlers have 

focused on preparing communities to 

become ‘Ministering Communities’ where 

local people will take responsibility for the 

delivery of ministry.

Gospel Ministry for 125 years in Riverina 

When describing his diocese to someone who’s never been 
there, riverina bishop doug stevens uses words like “flat, 
hot, dry”. he says it is a place with “very few people and 
lots of kangaroos and emus”. his description may sound like 
the kind of thing in an outback holiday brochure, but he’s not 
hamming it up. it’s perfectly true.

Ron spindler leading a teaching spot 
for kids
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Working with the Spindlers, Rob and 

Jenny Stubbs from the Blue Mountains, run 

short mission trips in the school holidays. 

The Dusty Boots Programme sees students 

travel to the “corner country” where they 

engage in practical service of the local 

church. Bishop Doug travelled to Tibooburra 

during the latest trip in July. Beforehand 

he told the Real Australian he thinks the 

ministry has been “very good, useful, and 

faithful”. “It’s enabled teams of teens to 

grow in confidence and Christ through 

engagement in meaningful ministry,” he 

said.

As well as young dusty-booters, the 

Diocese of the Riverina has benefitted 

from the ministry of older Anglicans. These 

grey-nomads have used their gifts – both 

trade and life skills – as well as their faith 

in Christ and missionary zeal, to provide 

building makeovers across the West Darling 

parish. The clergy residences at Menindee, 

the BCA House at 

Broken Hill and St 

Mary’s Church at 

White Cliffs have all 

received the TLC of the 

BCA Nomads.

Other BCA supported ministries in the 

Riverina Diocese include Lindsay and Lyn 

Whybrow at Hillston – who oversee the 

ministry at Christ the King Anglican Church 

– and several parishes with scripture 

teachers in local schools.

The strong history between the Diocese 

of Riverina and BCA is a testament to God’s 

constant provision. Bishop Doug says: “Our 

partnership in mission works for Christ’s 

kingdom and we pray that [the relationship 

between] BCA and Riverina shall continue, 

in whatever form God chooses into the 

future.” •
Story based on an interview with Bishop Doug

Getting their boots dusty... the Penrith team in the Corner Country
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it was just after 6am on the first day of 

the school holidays and most of their 

peers would have been sound asleep, but 

a dozen students from Penrith anglican 

college in sydney’s west huddled together 

waiting for the country link train to 

broken hill. as part of bca’s ‘dusty boots 

Programme’, the year 11 students travelled 

to tibooburra – a town of less than 150 

people located 350 kilometres north of 

broken hill.

The students lent a hand at the Church 

of the Corner (named after the town’s 

position in the corner of NSW). Some 

helped out with maintenance. Others ran a 

kids’ club for children from the local school. 

A few prepared food to keep the team 

energised.

The students waited on the station 

as the sun splintered through the dawn. 

Conversations 

produced 

clouds of 

white fog. Extremities went numb. The 

temperature dipped to 1.5 degrees. But it 

was all part of the experience for these 

pupils, many of whom had not travelled 

west of the ranges.

“I’ve gone overseas,” said 15-year old 

Vasilios Moisiadis, “but inland I haven’t been 

further than the Blue Mountains.” Vasilios 

was on the maintenance team. His group 

helped paint and repair the church hall.

His classmate, Charlotte Smith, 16, was 

part of the cooking team. She had been to 

Uluru and was expecting to see “lots of red 

dirt” at Tibooburra. “I cook lots at home,” 

she said. “I’ll just be making everyone’s food 

so they can go and do work.”

Standing beside her was 16-year-old 

All Aboard! Bound for the Corner Country

Penrith anglican College students en route to 
Tibooburra 
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Alison Miller. She was one of three students 

putting on a children’s programme for the 

kids at Tibooburra. Through craft and sport 

and Bible talks they showed God’s love to 

the handful of children in the community.

Since last year Rob and Jenny Stubbs 

– both school teachers – have been taking 

groups of teenagers to remote areas of 

Australia. Over nine days students see the 

vastness of the Australian outback, learn 

about God through daily devotions, and get 

involved in hands-on service.

Just half of this year’s Dusty Booters 

were Christians, but Jenny said the 

programme encourages ministry. “The whole 

idea of the programme,” she said, “is to 

have young people go in from the city to 

the bush and do some service ministry.”

She said this year both the students and 

the town were challenged with the gospel. 

The women’s morning tea had five local 

women and plenty of Christian discussion. 

The team in the school ran craft and sport 

activities and gave Colin Buchanan DVDs 

to each student. The school has just 13 

students and, though the principal wasn’t 

a Christian, he said he would teach one of 

Buchanan’s songs to the students.

“Everyone was stunned at the 

remoteness of this little town,” said Jenny. 

“They will never again take their city life for 

granted. They have all experienced Christian 

love and want to continue to support BCA 

and rural towns in the future. Praise God!”

Ellen Taylor went last year and “was 

really blown away by the beauty of God’s 

creation in the desert”. “It was beautiful to 

see a place that was unpolluted and pretty 

much untouched by mankind,” she said.

For more information on how your 

youth group or school can be part of the 

Dusty Boots Programme contact  

rj.stubbs@bushchurchaid.com.au  •

The team waiting on Penrith station for their train

Lending a hand
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ron and crystal spindlers’ ministry in 

the West darling Parish involves a lot of 

driving. While they live at bca house in 

broken hill, they spend a great deal of 

time on the road visiting towns such as 

menindee, Wilcannia and tibooburra as 

well as some remote sheep stations. 

Ron says while the travel gets hard (over 

Easter he and Crystal travelled about 2000 

kilometres) it gives them good chunks of 

time to encourage one another. “I’ve been 

married to Crystal for 31 years and we 

bounce things off each other, we read each 

other scriptures, and listen to music. If we 

really need to nut something out, it’s a 

good time to do it,” he says.

By speaking at Remembrance Day 

services, ANZAC events and holding church 

services, the Spindlers have been able to 

forge relationships in a number of far-

flung communities. Ron particularly has 

built rapport with some of the indigenous 

youth in Menindee by becoming their rugby 

league chaplain. “What really blew us away 

was when we did our first communion out 

there most of them turned up,” says Ron. 

“We know they’re not scared of the church 

or scared of us or anything like that. It’s just 

that the fruit’s ripening and they’ve got to 

be grown that little bit more.”

Having trained with the Church Army, 

and worked on the Gold Coast and in 

Caboolture before moving out west, 

Crystal says she and Ron “felt called to 

the outback”. “It was everything coming 

together at the right time,” she says. “We 

just really felt that it was where God was 

leading us after Caboolture.”

Crystal remembers driving to Broken 

Hill for the first time to see if it would be 

a viable place to live. It was her first time 

in the outback. “As we were 

driving out I said to Ron: 

‘Is this as bare as it gets?’ 

because the trees were 

getting shorter and shorter. 

He said: ‘Oh not quite’. And 

we kept driving and after 

a couple of hours I said: ‘Is 

this as bare as it gets?’, and 

he said: ‘Not quite’. And we 

drove a few more hours and I 

said: ‘Well this has got to be 

Spindling The Wheels Far And Wide

Ron driving from White Cliffs

school students show their creative flair in Tibooburra
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as bare as it gets because there aren’t any 

trees.’ It was just bare and barren.” But on 

arrival at Broken Hill Crystal was relieved 

to discover that the town had green grass 

and parks.

As well as driving visits and Ron’s 

football chaplaincy, the Spindlers teach 

Religious Education in schools and hold 

holiday missions where churches from the 

coast run programmes to engage young 

people with the gospel. “Churches from 

Bowral, Blacktown and Wilberforce have 

all travelled out and run mission weeks,” 

says Crystal, “and we’ve had an excellent 

response to that with children coming 

along.” Following the mission the Spindlers 

started a five o’clock church service on 

Sunday afternoons which saw a crowd of 

up to 35 people of all ages attending.

Ron says the West Darling communities, 

like urban areas, have problems. “Out here 

we’ve got the same struggles as in the city. 

There’s drugs; there’s alcohol,” he says. A 

major problem he sees is the isolation many 

feel. It’s something even he and Crystal 

have been impacted by.

What keeps them enthused when 

the going gets tough? “I’d say the BCA 

supporters,” says Ron. “We often have 

supporters send us little cards or emails. 

The supporters have been fantastic.” Crystal 

says while many people in the parish don’t 

have it easy, “seeing their faces” encourages 

her to carry on. But fundamentally she 

says: “We’re here because God wants us to 

be here. And that makes all the difference 

in the world.”  •
Story based on interviews with the Spindlers

Packsaddle
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given the long drought, hillston on the 

banks of the lachlan river is an unlikely 

place to find an agricultural settlement. 

the township of approximately 900 people 

is the centre of dryland crop farming, 

sheep grazing, and fruit and vegetable 

production. its large properties use bore 

water.

One may wonder what kind of church 

would survive in days of poor harvests 

and depleting stocks of sheep. However a 

community of faith is firmly established 

in the town with the Uniting, Baptist, and 

Anglican churches each operating without 

paid clergy (only the Catholic Church has a 

permanent priest).

Lindsay and Carolyn Whybrow were led 

by God’s wisdom to inquire after ministry 

in the Riverina just as the BCA supported 

Field Staffer in Hillston vacated their 

position. Things moved quickly in 2006 

as conversations with Brian Roberts and 

Riverina Bishop, Doug Stevens, firmed up 

the possibility of carrying on the ministry 

in the Anglican Church, with Lindsay as the 

lay minister.

Lindsay and Carolyn moved from their 

home in Springwood NSW into the Rectory 

at Hillston in January 2007. Lindsay became 

the ministry leader at Christ the King 

Anglican Church.

Even though they do not work alongside 

BCA Field Staff they are regarded as 

Co-Workers. They live in the community and 

participate in local activities and events. 

These sometimes take place in conjunction 

with other churches. Lindsay says: “The 

church communities here share a lot by 

having combined services each month, 

and joint social activities throughout the 

Traditional Outreach 
Yields Rewards in 
Town of 900

a children’s programme at Christ the King anglican Church

10 SPRING 2009
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year. There is corporate prayer among the 

churches and a common bond in Christ.”

A number of visits from churches 

outside the diocese have given the 

ministry at Hillston a boost. Lindsay says 

churches including Hoxton Park Anglican 

and St Marys Anglican have brought 

“encouragement and mission to all”. 

“Nomads have also made a significant 

contribution to the work of ministry just by 

their very presence,” he says.

In one way the ministry in a country 

town of this size relies on fairly traditional 

avenues of outreach such as confirmation 

classes, baptism interviews, Bible studies, 

scripture, and church services. These yield 

rewards for presenting the gospel.

But on the other hand, the Whybrows 

have coordinated extra activities including a 

music night with Greg Jones (BCA Victoria), 

a ladies dessert night, the annual Children’s 

Holiday Club with Hoxton Park, a street stall 

with St Marys, a trivia night, a bush dance, 

and a Shrove Tuesday dinner. These events 

have made for a diverse range of gospel 

opportunities.

The Whybrow’s ministry in Hillston 

has also brought responsibilities in the 

wider diocese. “Having good relations with 

the other churches in the Riverina,” says 

Lindsay, “goes alongside the work within 

the local church. There are opportunities 

here for a real contribution to the growth 

of faith in the whole area.”

While they’ve had to leave friends and 

family to go to Hillston, Lindsay says old 

work mates and friends have visited as 

they pass through. “Sometimes, by virtue of 

where we are, we’re ministering to people 

we used to know.”

“The call of God has been confirmed 

again and again,” says Lindsay. “Pushing 

the boundaries of opportunities, and being 

prepared for the long range commitment is 

part of our ongoing experience in the Lord.” 

Story based on an update from the Whybrows •

Bushdance... Hillston locals let their hair down
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neville naden’s community garden is an 

elaborate arrangement. 

With a number of garden beds, shade cloths 

and an irrigation system, he grows a wide 

range of fresh fruit and veg, some of which 

include onions, cauliflower, broccoli, peas, 

carrots, garlic and a range of fruits. Down the 

track he hopes it will provide the nutritional 

needs of his people.

“We established the garden to provide 

fresh fruit and veg for needy families in the 

community,” he says, “and also to provide a 

place for people prone to boredom.”

While it’s early days, Neville hopes locals will 

start helping in the garden once the first crops 

are harvested in early September. As well as 

giving some away, he will sell off some of the 

crop to both support his youth ministry and 

keep the garden sustained.

Neville, his wife Kathryn, and three of their 

children moved to Broken Hill at the beginning 

of 2007 following their work at Mt Druitt. 

Their ministry in Western NSW is among the 

local indigenous people of whom there are 

around 1000. The ministry has involved door-

to-door visitation, launching a youth group 

and night church service, and ministry for 

both men and women. Neville has already seen 

some non-Christian teenagers engage with 

the gospel. While things began slowly he is 

beginning to see the ministry grow. Numbers 

vary at services, but it’s not unusual to see up 

to 40 people at church. 

The main difficulty he comes up against 

is trying to reach indigenous gatekeepers. 

“Those that have put up barriers to church 

and Christian teaching [are] often the leaders 

of the Christian community,” he says. “And 

general acceptance has been one of the key 

issues for us. But the longer we stay here 

we’re finding the more we’re being accepted.”

Both Neville and his wife are indigenous but 

The Harvest Is Plentiful 

Neville Naden and the community gardenThe youth dig holes for the garden

The garden taking shape
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come from a different tribe than the Barkingee 

people who live at Broken Hill. Neville is a 

Wiradjeri man from central NSW and his wife 

is an Arabunna woman from South Australia. 

He says there have been tensions between 

Indigenous peoples in the area. “There’re a 

number of people that have come to Broken 

Hill from other areas that are not Barkingee,” 

he says. “Some of them have taken up jobs 

that could have gone to local people. And 

so, hence the reason why people are very 

reluctant to allow new people into their 

space.”

In his struggle to see hearts won for Christ, his 

work at times can be very taxing. His ministry 

is not a part time job. “I can be up studying 

at 3 or 4 o’clock in the morning from time to 

time – just getting stuff ready for Sunday. And 

sometimes we’re called on at all hours of the 

morning just to talk with people.”

Neville is particularly excited about the youth 

group named 180 which he says has “a lot of 

potential for future growth and developing 

young Christian leaders”. Already the group has 

a committee who are responsible for delivering 

the youth program. “They have just begun 

their own bible study group,” says Neville. 

“They’re a great bunch of young people.” 

Story based on an interview with Neville Naden •

an “elaborate arrangement”... onions, cauliflower, broccoli, peas, carrots and garlic all 
grow in the garden

180 Youth Committee... 
“a great bunch of 
young people.”
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the bus trip to central australia in June 

saw 17 passengers and three staff travel 

from adelaide to darwin. With stopovers 

and tangents, the trip was a chance for the 

team to experience the outback first hand. 

and there were myriad opportunities to 

encourage field staff in their vital work.

It was Dorothy Weaver’s third BCA 

bus tour and she had a ball. “It’s just 

wonderful!” she said. “It’s just wonderful 

being with Christians and seeing the work 

that’s happening there.”

Dorothy’s husband, Ted, died three years 

ago. Having been converted together at a 

Billy Graham crusade in 1968, Ted’s death 

was a “big knock” to Dorothy. “We’d done 

everything together,” she said. She found 

the bus tours a comfortable and edifying 

experience. “My aim was to be safe on a 

trip,” she said, “because I didn’t think I could 

take myself.”

During some stretches she would sit and 

talk with others. At other times she would 

sit on her own admiring the scenery. She 

said everyone on the tour had respect for 

one another and that the motels were of 

a high standard. Being on the tour gave 

her the chance to hand out a poem her 

husband wrote the year he was converted.

As well as handing the poem to various 

people she met, Dorothy was able to pin it 

on the walls of some outback pubs. Having 

done the same thing in the past, Dorothy 

was excited to find the poem left in the 

same place she had placed it a year ago.

While some may worry a month-long 

bus tour would get uncomfortable, Dorothy 

urges people to consider signing up. “Go,” 

she says. “It’s not hard at all. It’s wonderful, 

they look after you.”

The next BCA Bus Tour will take place in 

2010. Stay tuned for how you can register. •

‘Wonderful’ Journey Through Heartland

Buspa and Dorothy Weaver make a 
new acquaintance

The tour attending a service led by  
David amery
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“If life is one big drag, with troubles every day

If money is your aim, to get rich the easy way

If happiness eludes you, because you can’t succeed

Then here’s a little message, to fill your every need

For God so loved the world, that he gave his Son to be

A final living sacrifice, to save you and me

So put your faith in Jesus, you will surely find

Joy, love, happiness, and peace of mind

You’ll find new contentment, by constant daily prayer

Take your troubles to the Lord, you’ll find an answer there

Read your Bible every day, it gives you strength to grow

To be a better Christian, this is true I know

For I have trod the path, of sin and worldly life

Full of all its sorrows, troubles, woes and strife

But now my heart is filled with joy, my cup doth overflow

With more and sweeter riches, than the world could ever know

For worldly wealth is but a value, placed upon something

But the wealth from heaven, is given by a king

So come to God today, through Jesus Christ the Son

To receive eternal life, a gift to everyone

He died for our redemption; to save us all from sin

And opened up the gate, to let us sinners in

They key is faith in Jesus, and doing God’s command

Jesus is waiting there, to receive us by the hand”

Ted Weaver, 1968
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M  is in the middle of the alphabet so it seems appropriate to tell 
you about our trip to the middle of Australia in the middle of 
the year.

M  is for magnificent, multicoloured landscapes. Some with 
majestic and mighty features, others, minute.

M  is for mining at Roxby Downs, Leigh Creek, Coober Pedy and 
Andamooka where copper, gold, silver, uranium, coal or 
opals are mined.

M  is for ministry in the outback. This is varied, to all ages, to 
all types of people, through community service organisations, 
church services and programmes, to miners, prisoners, those 
on properties and in towns as well as lecturing at training 
colleges.

M  is for motoring in the capable hands of Buspa (John 
Cronshaw) who provided the music and information about 
people and places. His crew of Judy and Chris catered for our 
physical and spiritual needs.

M  is for members of our tour group who came from five states 
and territories, from a wide range of backgrounds, from 
different denominations yet we all enjoyed wonderful 
fellowship and care for each other.

M  is for motels for our accommodation, meals and rest.  
They varied from the conventional, to a cave in the 
mountain, to yurts.

M  is for memorials and monuments to explorers, pioneers and 
overland telegraph people.

M  is for marine life, crocodiles, fish, water birds, water lilies, 
aquatic plants. These were seen and experienced on cruises 
on gorges, wetlands and harbours as well as special parks to 
display them.

M  is for memories which are held in photographs, postcards 
and the mind.

M is for monotonous… never.
M  is for a marvellous experience; seeing part of this mighty 

country in which we live, given by God for us to care for and 
to share the message of his love for all Australians wherever 
they live.

Ros Tobin – Narrabri, NSW
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Peter schultz’s infatuation with church 

organs began when he was five-years-old. 

it was the 1950s and he and his family 

were attending a sizable lutheran church 

in rural Victoria. 

One night his family was invited for 

dinner at the pastor’s house and Peter was 

shown the church’s pipe organ. “I had never 

seen one before,” he recalls. “It filled me 

with great wonder.” Today, more than 50 

years later, Peter is a talented organist.

Peter and Brian Roberts, National 

Director, first met at St George’s Rosebery 

on the West Coast of Tasmania in the early 

1980s. Brian was the Rector and Peter 

showed up having moved to Rosebery for 

a new job. As was his custom, Brian asked 

if any visitors in the congregation had any 

musical ability and would like to lead the 

people in some hymns. Most weeks, as he 

made such an announcement, Brian was 

met with silence. However on this occasion 

Peter walked to the front and, after 

realising the organ was “pretty asthmatic”, 

assumed a position at the piano. He led the 

congregation in a number of songs.

Brian remembers the morning well. 

“Peter sat down at the piano,” Brian recalls, 

“he slid his fingers down the keys and away 

we went. It was great because most weeks 

we had no music. - and this was not just 

music, it was concert quality!”

Since that day Brian and Peter have 

maintained a good friendship. At Brian’s 

invitation, Peter will play at St Stephen’s 

Willoughby, NSW, in October. He expects to 

play “all the classics” including some Bach, 

as well as some contemporary tunes. The 

event is a chance to enjoy some great music 

while celebrating the 90th anniversary of 

the Bush Church Aid Society.

An introduction by Brian Roberts will be 

followed by an organ recital and afternoon 

tea. Sunday October 11, 3– 4.30pm, St 

Stephens Anglican Church Willoughby, 211 

Mowbray Rd (Cnr Mowbray Rd and Sydney 

St), $5 at the door (students $2), plus a 

collection for the work of BCA. •

Opulent Organ Lifts Hearts to the Lord

stuck in the mud... Brian Roberts in 
Zeehan circa 1982

st George’s Rosebery

Peter schultz



18 SPRING 2009

the annual christ for campers (c4c) 

mission in north West australia was a 

great success. coordinator mike maude 

said: “the lord will judge the spiritual 

results, but we heard the angels singing.” 

Over six weeks the team made their way from 

Kununurra to 80 Mile Beach. They visited 5500 

campsites, served 1700 breakfasts, fried 200 

dozen eggs, cooked 700 metres of sausages, 

and barbequed 85 kilograms of bacon. But 

breakfast wasn’t the main game. “We are not 

there to serve food,” said Mike. “We are there 

to give people the gospel, simply and honestly 

straight from the Bible.” 

Each year between June and August Mike 

Maude, his wife Joan, and a team of dedicated 

volunteers and Nomads travel to various 

caravan parks in Western Australia where 

they serve barbeque breakfasts and preach 

the gospel. The idea came to Mike when 

he was living in Broome. He realised many 

holidaymakers were bored. “You can’t do tours, 

you can’t play golf, you can’t swim, and you 

can’t drink beer every day,” he says. “So they sit 

around the campsites with absolutely nothing 

to do.” 

This year the team had opportunities to talk 

with a number of people following the gospel 

presentations. Some were concerned for their 

salvation. “On Friday morning one man came 

up and asked if what had been said was really 

true as he wanted to get right with God,” Mike 

said. “There on the grass he gave his life to 

our Lord. And I am sure the angels in heaven 

rejoiced too.” 

BCA Nomads, Ron and Narelle Leven were 

Christ for Campers

Holidaymakers relax at Palm Grove

The Kununurra Team: (from left) Ron & Narelle Leven, Frances Orr, Mike Maude, 
Christine Coltman (kneeling), Joan Maude, Doug Orr, Pauline & Frank Norton, and 
Bronwyn Downie



THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 19

thinking of packing your bags and heading down the highway? have you considered 

becoming a bca nomad? 

“If you have half a chance to venture out 

around this wonderful country of ours, don’t 

let the opportunity go by. And to make it more 

worthwhile, you might want to find one of the 

many organisations that you can assist one 

way or another en route. Bush Church Aid can 

always use more Nomads at their outposts. We 

have visited or spoken with only 40 of the 86 

Field Staff shown in the Prayer Notes, so there’s a long way still to go over the next few years. 

Meeting and getting to know many of them has been special and a great encouragement to 

us to see how the Lord is working in all these communities.” – Richard & Julie Oakden, BCA 

Nomads 

for more information on becoming a nomad contact nomads@bushchurchaid.com.au 
or phone your regional office.

also part of the mission and said a few other 

campers received Christ. They said it was not 

uncommon to serve many dozen breakfasts 

each morning. Some mornings more than 100 

people turned out. They also said a number 

of campers followed the team to the next 

destination. “We met some in Kununurra and 

others in Derby [who] have appeared for their 

fourth or fifth breakfast as they travel,” the 

Levens wrote in an email.

At one point during the mission, one camper 

told the team they had no right to be 

preaching about God. Some time later he 

showed up with a couple of friends and was 

no longer so negative. 

Mike said some of the owners of the caravan 

parks expressed their appreciation to the C4C 

team. “[They have been] asking us to stay on 

and do it all again,” Mike said. Aptly Mike 

concluded by urging others to: “Praise our very 

gracious Lord.”  •

all up the team cooked 85 kilos of bacon and 700 metres of sausages

Richard & Julie Oakden, BCa Nomads



20 SPRING 2009

Statutory Declarations busPa’s 

corner
you may hear the expression: “in the old 

days, a man’s word was his bond” or, “the 

deal was sealed with a handshake.” 

Morally this may still apply, but we 

have in place different legal avenues where 

contracts can be drawn up between parties, 

or a small document has greater weight if 

it is declared as a statutory declaration and 

declared before a JP. Default on agreements 

can be pursued through the law courts, 

and our system of justice is based on the 

British system which has as its base the Ten 

Commandments.

In the earlier days of the Outback, 

corrupt storekeepers who issued IOUs 

would often iron the paper so that it 

became brittle and would over time 

disintegrate so that the holder of the piece 

of paper could not redeem the value of the 

promissory note.

As we look at God’s 

extensive promises and 

covenants in the Bible, the first major 

unconditional covenant that He made was 

a promise never to destroy all earthly life 

with another natural catastrophe as He did 

with the flood in the time of Noah. As a 

sign He set the rainbow in the clouds. (Read 

Genesis 9:12-17)

In his prayer at the dedication of the 

temple, King Solomon said “You have kept 

your promise to your servant David my 

father; with your mouth you have promised 

and with your hand you have fulfilled it” (1 

Kings 8:22-26 and also read 1 Kings 6:11-

12)

Unlike the corrupt storekeepers and 

people who issued IOU on paper they hoped 

would disintegrate, unlike corrupt people 

who make decisions with obvious fraud in 

mind, and unlike the world in which we live, 

God’s promises never fail. God’s character is 

to always deliver on His promises.

As we look at the rainbow after a 

storm, stand with full confidence knowing 

that this is the first of many signs where 

God signed, sealed and delivered on the 

promises He initiated. •
John cronshaw (buspa)

In these difficult financial times, your sacrificial support is clear evidence 

of God’s continued blessing on the work in the bush. We are grateful to 

God for your commitment and for continuing to give us the opportunity 

to bring glory to our Lord Jesus and make a permanent difference to 

so many people’s lives. Please pray for those mission agencies that are 

doing it tough in these tumultuous times. 

richard host, honorary treasurer

20 SPRING 2009

Buspa with his grandchildren singing 
the rainbow song
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many honoured the legacy of sir marcus 

loane following his death in april aged 97. 

He held the position of Archbishop of 

the Sydney Anglican Diocese from 1966 to 

1982 and was the Primate of Australia from 

1978 to 1982. He was a strong advocate for 

the work of BCA and served as the Society’s 

president for a number of years.

Sydney Anglican Archbishop Peter Jensen 

said of his predecessor: “His chief delight 

was the Lord Jesus Christ, and the church. 

But there were moments – and most 

notably in regard to the famous Henderson 

report which I think he motivated – in 

which he spoke up for the poor in the 

community, and forced government action 

as a result.” Dr Jensen said Sir Marcus was 

not one to just work behind a desk, but was 

a man concerned with the affairs of the 

world around him.

Kerry Medway, Senior Minister of Grace 

Church Port Macquarie had been serving 

with Bush Church Aid on the Coober Pedy 

opal fields when Sir Marcus and Lady 

Loane paid a visit in 1977. Kerry wrote 

in the Southern Cross newspaper: “My 

wife Julie had spent all day cleaning the 

house, cooking lunch and preparing for 

our distinguished guests. As we sat down 

for lunch, we gave the 

Archbishop our ‘best’ 

chair. Sir Marcus leant 

back on it and shock, 

horror – it broke sending 

him sprawling on the 

floor.”

But perhaps what 

happens next was 

most surprising. “No-one laughed as the 

Archbishop lay on the floor with his legs 

in the air. The Archbishop picked himself 

up off the floor, dusted himself and with 

calm demeanour sat on another chair. 

We all continued lunch as if nothing had 

happened!”

In his final address as Archbishop, Sir 

Marcus expounded John 14:6. During 

the address he said, “There is of course 

a dogmatic quality in this saying from 

which there is no escape. It is a claim that 

represents the Lord Jesus as one who is 

unique. There is no other like him. Christ is 

the way. Truth is the guide. Life is the goal. 

No one will ever come into the Father’s 

presence unless he comes by means of 

Him.” •

Sir Marcus Remembered

Marcus Loane inspects an opal 
mine shaft in Coober Pedy

From left: Kerry Medway, Theo Hayman, John Meakin, Barry 
Rainsford, Bruce Rosier, & archbishop Loane in 1977



22 SPRING 2009

applications are open 

for the 2010 april bottom 

scholarship for $7500 – 

previous applicants are 

invited to reapply.

The scholarship is 

administered by BCA and 

assists one child each year 

from the Anglican Parish 

of the West Darling to undertake secondary 

or tertiary education outside the parish. 

Scholarship funds can be used towards 

tuition fees, text books, boarding fees, or 

associated expenses.

April Bottom was a committed Christian; 

full of fun, life and vision. Born in Broken 

Hill, Allison House was her family home 

and later became a hostel for children from 

surrounding parts who would move to 

Broken Hill for education. She had a deep 

respect for Bush Church Aid.

April and her husband David ran 

Wirryilka Station for many years and 

experienced first-hand the difficulties of 

having their children educated.

April died in 2003 after a long and 

courageous battle with cancer. Before her 

death, she expressed a desire to set up 

a fund to assist families from the West 

Darling parish area with the 

education of their children. 

She especially wanted to 

help those who needed to 

leave the region to achieve 

their educational potential.

The 2009 recipient, 

Jordi Fusi from Menindee, 

completed his HSC last 

year at Menindee Central School. He has 

commenced studies in Humanities at 

the University of New South Wales. The 

Scholarship enabled Jordi to purchase a 

computer, set up his lodgings, buy some 

textbooks and pay some of his university 

fees. His mum tells us he is “going great 

with his studies at the moment”.

Applications for the 2010 April Bottom 

Scholarship close on 14th September 2009. 

The recipient will be advised in October and 

announced in the Summer Real Australian.

If you know someone who would benefit 

from this Scholarship or you are interested 

in obtaining further information please 

email:  

robyn@bushchurchaid.com.au  
or phone 02 9262 5017. Applications can be 

downloaded from our website  

www.bushchurchaid.com.au. •

April Bottom Scholarship 2010  $7,500

Previous scholarship winners

april Bottom



THE REAL AUSTRALIAN 23



24 SPRING 2009

Welcome

Baby miriam was born to James and Skye 

Coats (Turvey Park/Tarcutta) on May 28 

weighing 7lb 13oz; a sister for Eleanor.

matthew and naomi Johnson, Field Staff 

in Newman recently announced the birth 

of their fourth child, rachel louise. Born 

June 11 she weighed slightly less than 3kg.

Joshua maule was appointed to the 

National Office in June as the Society’s 

Media and Communications Officer. This is 

a new role and Josh comes well qualified 

with a heart to see people won for Christ. A 

focus of his role will be the redevelopment 

Post & Rails

of the website and connecting with 

younger supporters. He will also keep in 

contact with our existing support group.

social netWorking

Why not become a fan of BCA on Facebook 

or follow us on Twitter? Keep up to date 

with what’s happening, exchange prayer 

points, share photos, and invite your friends 

to stay in touch with what our Field Staff 

are doing. Search for Bush Church Aid on 

facebook.com or twitter.com

Josh Maule

The Coats

The Johnsons
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michael stuart was commissioned as the 

West Australian Regional Officer on Sunday 

June 7 at St Albans High Gate by Bishop 

Tom Wilmot and Brian Roberts. Having 

grown up in Perth, it was a homecoming for 

Michael and his family who have spent the 

last few years in Sydney.

BCA President the Rt Rev Dr Peter Brain 

presented the Rev tom morgan with a 

crystal plaque in May acknowledging his 

years of ministry with the Society and 

conferring him as Vice President Emeritus/

Life Member. Tom’s association with BCA 

began in 1949. With his wife Doreen, he 

served in the parish of the Otways from 

1955 until 1961. A few years later he 

became a member of Council and soon 

after joined Executive. In 1996 he became 

the Society’s Vice President. 

Vale

betty olive barber, who served at Wudinna 

Hospital from 1950-60, Matron 1957-60, 

passed away on June 10 2009, aged 86. 

Betty Barber, second from left

Michael stuart

stoP Press!

The wheels are in motion for 

BCA’s return to the Mallee 

district in North Western Victoria. 

Discussions are underway for the 

placement of a BCA supported 

Field Staff in the Central Mallee. 

Stay tuned for breaking news on 

Facebook and the website
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Blessings From The Sky
Philip knight, field staff in Port hedland, 

was involved in a flying incident in 

early July. he and three other christian 

men had been out to pray for revival in 

the aboriginal communities of central 

australia. 

On their return flight to Kalgoorlie their 

plane’s single engine failed. “Fortunately 

we spotted a bush track,” said Philip. “We 

landed OK then we hit a tree which spun us 

sideways ripping off two of our wheels and 

spinning us into a bush.”

While the aircraft was badly damaged, 

thankfully the men were unharmed. They 

had landed 100 kilometres from Laverton. 

Two men doing soil testing had seen the 

plane go down and arrived within 20 

minutes and gave them a lift. Philip said: 

“A friend who was meeting us at Kalgoorlie 

airport felt a heaviness in his spirit and 

started to pray for us. God gave him a 

vision of two angels holding the plane’s 

wings.”

Just days before the incident Bill and 

Jocelyn Ross, also from Port Hedland, sent 

an email asking for prayer. It read: “Please 

could you pray for protection, good flying    

conditions, wisdom and the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit for our Senior Minister, Philip 

Knight, and three other Christian men flying 

in a very small plane into the interior.”

Administration Manager at National 

Office, Robyn Williams, received Jocelyn’s 

prayer request and says it was the first time 

she had received a specific request for air 

travel. “It was the first time I can remember 

since I’ve been with BCA that there has 

been such a specific request for prayer for 

travel,” she said, “and then this. Praise God 

indeed.”

Join with us in thanking our sovereign 

God for this gracious answer to prayer. •

The plane’s single engine failed mid-flight
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From The Archives
With the riverina diocese celebrating 

its 125th anniversary, we tell the story of 

bca’s involvement at Wilcannia in far 

Western new south Wales. 

Our story commences in July 1920 when 

the Rev. Fred Harvey and his wife were sent 

there to a huge parish extending north to 

the Queensland border, south to Menindee 

(excluding Broken Hill) and west to the 

South Australian border. As part of their 

ministry, and within six months, they had 

established a Christian Hostel to enable 

outback children to live in a Christian home 

in town and attend a school.

The Real Australian of January 1921 

reports: “We rejoice to announce that we 

have made a start and in the cottage at 

Wilcannia which has hitherto served as a 

vicarage, a few children have been housed. 

The responsibility has been wholly upon Mr 

and Mrs Harvey who have been materially 

helped by a committee of churchmen and 

churchwomen. Can we carry the scheme 

through to complete success? Can we, of 

the capital cities, so firmly establish the 

hostel that parents need not fear about 

possible failure and consequent stranding 

of their children? Can we build up a strong 

fund so that an offered property may be 

bought and furnished?

The church is on its trial; so is the Bush 

Church Aid Society, which conceived the 

idea of the Hostel. The possibilities of the 

present are wonderful, but failure would 

be disastrous. We cannot, we dare not go 

back, and we shall not go back if the ready 

support of our people is forthcoming. 

Reader! Will you help?”

That Hostel continued there until 1950 

when it moved to Broken Hill with its 

better facilities and continued to 2003. 

Now it provides a base for the BCA West 

Darling Parish, as well as accommodation 

for School of the Air, mission groups and 

those from outlying stations. This ministry 

has continued for nearly 90 years, may it 

continue under God’s hand and in whatever 

form as needed. •
clem kirkby, archivist

Wa office has moVed!!!
Please note the new mailing address and 

street address for BCA in  
Western Australia

noW at 
level 2, law chambers building  

Perth Wa
Postal address

c/- gPo box W2067, Perth Wa 6846
Phone: 1300 554 025 (freecall) or  

08 9425 7245
fax: 08 9221 4118 mob: 0428 288 473

e-mail: michael@bushchurchaid.com.
au

If you are holding any BCA envelopes with 
the old Maddington address please  

destroy them.

Circa 1920... children from the outback 
arrive at the Wilcannia Hostel
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 cards

bca 009 Real Australia Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

bca 011 Bygone Days Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70
bca 319 Pack of 10 – each with Bible verse on inside. Prepacked 5 designs x 2 cards each $6.50
  3 or more packs – each  $6.00
  Or your own selection of 10 cards  $7.50
  3 or more packs – each  $7.00

 music   

bca 229 Bring on the Day Garage Hymnal $24.95

bca 233  Super Saviour - Double CD Colin Buchanan $24.95 

bca 223 A Very Very Very Big God Emu $16.95

bca 219 Meet the King Emu $16.95

bca 205 Outrageous Praise 2 CD set $33.00

bca 206 Outrageous Praise Songbook $16.50

bca 210 10,9,8 God is Great Buchanan $24.95

bca 221 Jesus Rocks the World Buchanan $24.95

bca 226 Moving Devotions with Buspa Dreamswork $25.00

bca 227  Colin’s Favourites Plus DVD Buchanan $19.95

bca 231 J is for Jesus Karen Pang $19.95

bca 232 Living On The Inside Greg Jones $30.00

bca 234 Take My Life Garage Hymnal $19.95

 books

bca 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust Kerry Medway $14.95

bca 117 Desperate Kerry Medway $14.95

bca 101 The Meaning of Life Jeanette Fogarty $12.00

bca 111 Fox Tales from Far Flung Places Barbara Fox $16.50

bca 106 There are Flowers in the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

Gift Catalogue

Bottlebrush–daylight

New Design Christmas Cards

Christmas Bush

Christmas Trees on snow
bca 319 Christmas Cards

28 SPRING 2009
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reduced!

Bottlebrush–evening

Dove of Peace

Order Early For Christmas!

 books 

bca 107 After the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 104 Unequally Yoked Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 112 The Last Lessons Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 114 Set of 4 Audrey Aspeling Books Save $10.00 $49.95

bca 124 Handprints of the Creator Peter Nicholls $6.50

bca 120  Credible Witness Darren Cronshaw $25.00

bca 127  Teenage Bushranger  Kerry Medway $19.95

bca 128 Amazing Grace Peter Rahme $7.95

bca 129 Dying To Be Heard Pro Hart $44.95

bca 131 Party Cakes Julie Lanham $24.95

bca 132 Free Too Chris Thiele $28.50

 childrens books

bca 102 Jungle Doctor Comic Books–set of 12 Dr Paul White $15.00

bca 130 Francy The Fearful Butterfly Jen Anderson $14.95

 self helP & educational

bca 125 Tibby Briar–Her Story Phyllis Collie $4.00

bca 123 Good Grief–Bad Time Terrence C.T. Tung-Yep $18.00

bca 116 Faith & New Frontiers Brian Underwood $22.00

bca 122 Aboriginal Stereotypes Alan Rogers $8.00

bca 121 White Fella Culture A must for Nomads $8.00

 gift ideas

bca 010 BCA Tie  $25.00

bca 012 BCA Pewter Key Ring  $5.00

bca 013 BCA Teatowel  $8.00

bca 014 BCA Goldtone Pen (refillable) $7.50

bca 126 Heart Beat Prayer Cards set of 5  $5.50

bca 318 Galassia Old Fashioned Glasses - 90th Anniversary $15.00

bca 319 Christmas Cards

29THE REAL AUSTRALIAN
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bca code descriPtion quantity $ total

SUB-TOTAL

PLUS Postage and handling charges–$5.50 per order

TOTAL

my cheque/money order is attached for  

Please debit my:

 Mastercard  Visacard American Express

      expires on

Name on credit card Signature

 

 $

 $

Please complete this merchandise order form
Your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address       

     postcode

email     telephone

Supporter No. (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $5.50 per 
delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

real australian gift order form
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i would like to receive: 

i would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order        Credit card–please complete details below

 Mastercard   Visacard        American Express

Name on credit card ________________________________________________

Credit card No

Expires on _________ Signature ______________________________________

Personal details 
Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address

  postcode

email  telephone

Supporter No. (if available)  

response form

  the real australian magazine & 
Prayer notes

 the real australian magazine
  a money box for my donations

  Information about how I can 
support bca through my Will

  Information on how I can  
donate shares to bca

i would like to support ministry in one of the following three ways: 

2. i wish to make a regular donation 

 Monthly  Quarterly  6 Monthly  Annually 

 By Direct Debit from my account From my credit card 

An authorisation form will be sent to  

you for completion

3. Donations can be made directly to our bank account using your Supporter number 
as a reference (or for anonymous donations–the reference ANON followed by the first 
letter of your State). Our Bank details are : Westpac bsb 032 008 account 000706

$1. my donation of                         to bca’s ministry–general funds
 Please tick here if you need your donation to be placed in a DGR fund
 (Tax deductible–Kirkby Trust; Medical; Outback Education; BCA’s preference)
 My merchandise Order form is attached 
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